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The Social Deviance of the Vietnamese Young

toward Values and Lifestyles, Gender,
Communication, and Family Customs
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Abstract:  This study report is an analysis result of a
guantitative survey on attitudes of Viethamese youth both male
(M) and female (F) who arecivil servants, workers, young
urbanites, rural youth, Pupil, Student, the young violated the
laws about living styles, gender, communication, and family. The
findings show that young people have opposite tendencies. Some
of them advocate things have been traditionally named, while
others are looking for and living in new ways which are being
labelled as a kind of social deviance.

Keywords: Social deviance, the Viethamese young, lifestyle,
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I INTRODUCTION

Social deviance has never been studied as much as in
recent years around the world that relative to the schools
(Zaykowski & Gunter, 2012), ondiverse aspects of
deviance(Heitzeg, 1994), parental wrong
communications(JA, KL, MJ, EH, & JE, 1981), peer
pressure(Mara Brendgen, 2000), family factors(Roberts,
Seward, Eve, & Member, 2002), (Roberts va c.s., 2002),
workplace wrongdoings (Bennett & Robinson, 2000),
(Chirasha & Mahapa, 2012), (Thau, Bennett, Mitchell, &
Marrs, 2009).

In Vietnam, it has experienced the same research trend
with topics such as school deviance (S. Ha, 2004), (Thuong,
2008)(Song, 2012), homeless teenagers and deviance
(Phwong, 2000)(Phién., 2012), family issues and deviance
(Anh., 1986), (Khoa, 2000), (Ng6 Thi Ngoc Anh, 2004),
(Pham Thanh Binh, Lé Phong, Tran Thi Huong), violating
the laws (ich, 1996), the survey SAVY Il1(Ministry of
Health, 2009), (Duong, Vii Ngoc, Ngo Lé Thuy, 2009),
(Mai Son, 2012), (Ngo Thi Lé Thuy, 2010), peer pressure
(Mac Vian Trang, 1979), (Diém, 2003), (Hoa, 2004), (N. T.
Quy, 2011), drug abuse and prostitution and deviance (Lé
Thi Mong Phuong, 2001), (Huong, 2005), (Yém,
2002)(Phac, 1993), (Tiém, 1993) and (L. T. Ha, 2003),
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(Hiru, 1993), (Hong, 1992), (P4 Tién Khang, 1995)(Tran
Anh Chau, 2000), (Pic, 2004), (Mai Ngoc Diép, 2007),
(Brenda Y Hernandez, 2008); (Trung Nam Tran, Roger
Detels, H T. Long, 2005); (Mai., 2008); influencing factors
to the young’ deviant offences (L. T. Quy, 1999), (Lé Thi
Quy, 2007);(Thinh, 2010)”, (Lé Thi Hong Thim, 2009),
(Tung, 2011), and (Uan, 2013), the Internet (Tung, 2011),
(Thanh, 1995), (Hau, 2013) and others. In fact, getting along
quite well with social and economic developments of the
nation, the Vietnamese youth has proved competence and
contributed to the country. These young behaviours towards
living styles, gender, communication, and family issues are
no longer the same as they had been five years or a decade
ago, that lead them to has their new ways of behaviours that
are commonly considered as some kinds of social deviance.

. METHODS

Participants and recruitment - Sample comprised the

2420 young people: (1) those broke the laws; (2) civil
servants, workers; (3) living in rural and urban areas; and (4)
pupils and students, belongs to 8 provinces including Hanoi
city, Quang Ninh province, Lao Cai province, Hue province,
Khanh Hoa province, Dak Lak province, Ho Chi Minh City
and Kien Giang province. (See Table )
Measure and procedure - The guestionnaires are designed
to redlise and measure the behaviours of the young within
two aspects, which one is their awareness and the other is
their activity relevant to living styles, gender,
communication, and family issues. These represented by
four scales (Never-N), (Seldom-Sel), (Somtimes-S), and
(Frequent-F) and three scales (Disagree- D), (Partialy
agree- P), (Agree- A) measurements .The awareness and
activity of the young are commonly regarded as making
troubles for other people and organizations.

Ethics- Participants were asked to give consent and
were informed that they could deny any private-influential
information. Their contact information was coded and
ensured to be confidential.

Tablel: Characteristics of Study Participants

Characteristics Total
N %
Total 2420 100.0
Age
uis 482 19.9
18-24 861 35.6
Published By:

Blue Eyes Intelligence Engineering
& Sciences Publication
© Copyright: All rightsreserved.

Exploring Innovation


https://www.openaccess.nl/en/open-publications
http://www.ijmh.org/
mailto:ngochayri@gmail.com
mailto:vcl@gmail.com
mailto:luongdinhhai@gmail.com
https://www.openaccess.nl/en/open-publications
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.35940/ijmh.E0522.024620&domain=www.ijmh.org

The Social Deviance of the Viethamese Y oung toward Values and L ifestyles, Gender, Communication, and Family

Customs
25-30 1077 44.5 3) To reman wirginity | oo 4 | 399 | 347 | 2.09
Male 1443 50.6 unimportant
4) Cohabitation is
Female 977 40.4 cccepteble 230|408 | 36.2 | 2.13
! (Accessed 2nd November 2016) avalable  form : :
https://www.gso.gov.vn/defaul t.aspx 2tabid=4118& i dmid=4& ItemID=4150 5) COh&.lblta[ed without 486 | 31.7 | 19.7 | 1.71
marriage
Social background 6) .Li}’.ingasabache”or 170 | 351 | 479 | 231
Civil servants 242 10.0 5 ';'”Zd T
aried in the late
Workers 238 9.8 yearsof 30sisthe best 139|499 | 36.1| 222
Urban 720 298 8) Who we marry to is
Rural 240 9.9 decided by our|719|198| 83 | 136
Pupil 197 8.1 parents
Student 283 117 9) Extramarital relations 567 | 285 | 148 | 158
Th iolated the | 500 20.7 can be accepted
€ young vio clavs . 10) Extramarital relations 607 | 262 | 131 | 152
Living areas areillegal ' ' ' '
Rura 980 375 i
11) Unhappy ~ marmiages | 1, 5 | a3 | 545 | 242
Urban 1292 62.5 should be divorced
12) A wdl-to-do family hes
. 36.9| 303|328 | 196
I1l.  FINDINGSAND DISCUSSIONS more than two children
i 13) Homosexud isnormd? | 12.9 | 30.6 | 56.6 | 2.44
A. Valuesand lifestyles 14) Ho L people can
The notions of friendship, love, marriage have been get married ? 158|301 541 238

changed in the past few years because the young agrees with
same-sex love and marriage, divorce and cohabitation. In
addition, the new living styles of those are a bachelor or
marriageable ages are getting marriage latter to compare to
previous generations. Approximately 47.9% of them
consider that it is acceptable to be bachelors if the marriage
is disadvantaged and about 36.1% of those think that it is
better to get married in the middle ages.

For the case "A friend reveals that shelhe is

homosexual," more than 70% opinions of these young
considered it is norma and will advocate that person comes
out hisher sex secret. This also reflects the young have
become more open-minded to accept the sexual differences
and homosexual marriage (56.6% and 54.1%). The mgjority
of those agree with being a bachelor, divorced if there isno
love. Disagree with having extramarital relations is (56.7
%%) and making a scene of jealousy is 60.7%. They almost
think (54.5%) that unhappy marriages should be ended in
divorce. (see Tablelll).
The young have a high opinion of the freedom of love and
of choosing the companion for life and opposes arranged
marriages (71.9%). In another aspect related to love and sex,
losing of virginity and premarital sex are more likely
accepted with (34.7%) and (36.2%) respectively, and
cohabitation is (48.6%). This represents two opposite
viewpoints of the young, which one is more open, and the
other isto keep respect the traditionally married norms.

Tablell: Theattitudestoward individual values and

lifestyles (%)
D P A Mean
1) A lots of moneyis | o541 507 | 94 | 1.39
decisive
2) Close friends can| ., 7| 135| gg | 131
share lovers
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Children are one of the most important values in a
happy family. Today, the number of children of a family is
decreased because the young agrees that each family should
have one or two children. The fertility rate has decreased
and can be explained by many reasons, one of which is the
financial security for the children’s growing up because
education and healthcare are being turned into the kinds of
services while these sectors were regulated as the social
warfare. That is why the young no longer interest in “more
children mean more fortune”, and they advocate the kind of
nuclear family. They consider the statement that “it is
acceptable that a well-to-do family has more than two
children”, which means they think carefully about how
many children they should have.

From a gender perspective, compared to their opposite
sex, young women are still stricter with some views, values,
and lifestyles, for example, 40% of young men think that
“virginity is not as important as it was", more than one-third
of women opposed this view (31.4%). Moreover, femae
youth tend to be more strongly opposed to the notion that "it
is normal that lovers have premarital sex" with (31.4% and
15, 6%) respectively or the cohabitation without marriage
(55.4% and 42.8%) respectively. These young women
advocate the marriage ages should be older than previous
generations unless having had favourable conditions (around
56%).

B. Gender
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expectations on language in communication is higher than

(%) men in using language. Generally, there are likely the same
Aspects Scale | Total M F Mean perspectives of both sexes on values and mora norms (see
1) Insult is| D 195| 189 | 201 Table [11). In communication, women represent their
inappropriate P 31.7| 280 | 359 | .000 opinions clearer than the opinions of men with all the items
for women A 489 | 531 440 mentioned in the questionnaires approximately 10%. The
2) It is norma D 489 | 456 | 527 female response oppose the Iimi'F of thefreedorn of women
that the male [ p 441 264 45| oz compared to the freedom of men is quite high with 72%.
defrays ' N
expenses A 70| 80| 58 C. Communication
3) Generaly, D 65.4 | 620 | 69.2 TableV: The social deviance of theyoungin
men are P 57| 278 | 234 communication (%)
more A 89| 102| 74| 0% Aspects N | S| S | F | Mean
intelligent 1) ook direct]
than women tSh% Com'em Y1 69 | 105 | 407 | 419 | 317
4) Sons should D 76.2 712 | 820 -
be more p 74 2131 129 2) Over-praise | 203 | 39.1 | 358 | 48 | 225
encouraged 74 64| 75| 51| ooor | |3) Pretend  to
to study ' ' ' ’ respect
further than othors 350 | 327 | 27.9 | 44 | 202
daughters opinion
5) Footbal is D 67.8 63.0 | 733 2 Dbe bi the
ingppropriate | P | 240 273 | 202 .000" opposing 189 | 205 | 398 | 11.7 | 244
for women A 82| 97| 65 opinions
6) Agirlcanbe| D 705 | 643 | 776 5) Criticize
if .
beaten : P 210| 249 | 167 " opposing 351 | 365 | 245 | 40 197
making  her A 84| 108 57 .000 L
boyfriend . - : opinions
jealous 6) Use rude
A | 217 | 10.2 . 151
7) Men superior D 574 | 498 | 66.1 words 65 0 30 S
to than " ;
women P 309 357 2541 000 7)) Usng b gg9 | 177 | 09 | 35 | 148
: A 11.7 145 85 gestures
educationally 2 Verball
8) Father D 552 | 504 | 607 ) m‘;rmi dg’te
should  be | p 302 | 307 | 296 ,
more 000* people with | 77.6 | 126 | 7.6 | 22 | 134
powerful A 146 | 189 | 96 opposing
than mother opinions
9) Men focus| D 520 | 435| 619 9) Assault in
on career and [ 5 34| 403| 276 000* tense 790 | 106 | 80 | 24 | 134
women on ’ argument
phol the
10) Male leaders D 56.3 50.7 | 62.6 fightness ~ of
better then | P 302 | 332 26.7 | .000* the issue | 268 | 17.0 | 2,0 | 322 | 262
female once A 135| 161 | 106 better  than
D 67.8 64.1 | 720 ages
11) Men are free " — -
but women P 211| 250] 168 .000 In communication, young people prefer to go straight
A 110 109 | 112 into the key content, and they have certain communication
12) Domestic D 635 | 59.2| 685 skills. Communication deviances are not regularly made by
and  couple P 260 | 294 | 220 | Qoo just part of the young people. For example, on the one hand,
V'°|e'1‘;§ ae [ a 105| 114| 95 young people sometimes either do not speak frankly on the
acceptavie nature of the topic (40.7%) or pretend to praise others’ ideas

*The Chi-sguare statistic is significant at the 0,05 level.

There is no different in the perspectives of both sexes
on values and acceptable behaviour, such as gender equality
in the family, in education and employment. The
information shows that female are more advocated to
represent their individuality to do the kinds of employment
that had been frequently done by a male. The roles of the
male in the family remain unimportant as they were (see
Tablelll).

Both of the sexes think that insult is inappropriate for
women about 48.9%. This somehow represents the high
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(27.9%). On the other hand, their behaviours in facing
contradictory opinions are sometimes expressed negatively
with dissatisfied and biased behaviours.

Findings from our survey revealed that the four options
are mostly ranked “never done are: (i) Assault intense
argument (79%); (ii) Verbaly intimidate the people of
different viewpoints (77.6%); Use ill gestures in
communication to express dissatisfaction (68.9%); Use rude
vulgar words to express
dissatisfaction (65.1%).
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For these four options, only 2% to 3% of respondents
chose to rank them “regularly” done. (see Table 1V).

Age is not a matter that is well defined by the young in
their communication. However, the trend is that young
people often focus on the rightness of issue that they are
communicating better than paying attention to which
behaviour they should have in communicating with their
counterparts regarding age. Other findings revealed other
causes of communication deviances, which are over-using
of vulgar words (the language of @ generation) by pupils
and students, lack of listening skills in communication, and
inappropriate reaction to different ideas on the topic of
discussion.

D. Thefamily

TableV: Theattitudestoward the family and relatives
Aspects D P A | Mean

1) Listen to parents in | 55 | 453 | 172 | 181
al circumstance

2) Give money 10| 4,1 366|200| 1.95
parents

3) Married, live with | ,q 5| 574 | 133 | 184
parents

4) The elder have the
right to decide the | 53.2 | 32.4 | 144 | 161
important issues

5) Maintain family
meetings in Lunar | 5.7 | 152 | 79.1 | 273
New Y ear

6) Tak to your parents
and relatives in need | 54.0 | 295 | 165 | 1.63
only

7) Remain close
relationships only? 56.1 | 308|131 | 157

8) Be gettogether in| ;g | 99622 | 254
the clan activities

The findings from survey results continue to affirm that
the young people till uphold the traditional values of family
and family cohesion. This s reflected in their agreements to
amain family meeting in the Lunar New Y ear (79.1%), and
their willingness to participate in activities of their clan
family (62.2%). They also oppose to such options as "The
only talk to your parents and relatives when you need it" and
they aso disagree to the idea that "should maintain
relationships with close relatives not those with distant
relatives'. Changes are aso identified between the thoughts
of the young people surveyed by compared with the
previous generation regarding the role of young people in
the family’s work. More than 50% of the young got
surveyed express their disagreement to the idea that “only
elder people in the family can contribute to important work
of the clan or the family” (65.4%). Regarding other issues,
about 50% of respondents still have their idea unidentified
clearly, i.e. whether the young should spend their life after
marriage with their parents or not (57.5%), the young people
are obliged to obey to their parents’ ideas in all
circumstances. The hesitations of the young people when
encountering the issues of responsibilities to family and clan
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can originate from the interference between the traditiona
and modern culture. (see Table V)

Regarding concepts on family’s happiness, the young
upholds the current common social standards, such as
equality, democracy (41.5%), respect, love (78.0%);
cohesion among family members (81.7%). Their role and
responsibility for parents are about 25.8%, family, and clan
(60.6%). The nuclear family is much chosen by young
people (21.5%).

IV. CONCLUSION
Through the multi-dimensional approach in the study on
socid deviance in Vietnamese youth now,

findings show that in all aspects of socia life, there are
manifestations of social deviance among the youth. The
socia deviance exists in a number of specific areas of social
life such as political deviations, behavioural deviations in
values, ethics, lifestyle, behavioural deviation in the
learning, working and living environment.

There are plentiful of deviant behaviours among youth
across different areas, though it is not commonly mentioned
in themediaand their behaviours represented in their
awareness, attitudes and behaviours. Although the majority
of young people are aware of the current values and norms,
there are till young people who are misleading, especially
in the way of life and communication. Most of the young
people are well aware of the degree of influences of
deviations, especially the severity of violations of the law.
However, they tend more likely to violate the behavioural
standards, which are less serious, which are the rules and
regulations of the organization/community. That explains
the remarkably high of the deviance classified as "violent
but acceptable" compared to other groups of deviations.

New trends are found in the young’s perceptions
toward the definition of standardized behaviours, the norms
of young people. In general, young people show the
standard actions that are consistent with accepted views in
society today. However, some new norms need further
evaluation before accepted. In each of the different spheres,
though there arenot much-deviated behaviours, more
emphasisshould beput on education, direct the young
people towards proper living vaues, love, marriage, study
and work. Additionally, the social environment and living
conditions are one of the most important factors affecting
youth deviations. Therefore, a control mechanism is
essential to create a healthy environment for young people
to practice.

The picture of the young's social deviations of depicts
the need for proper attention and investment into education
on ethics, lifestyles, and value orientation for youth as
Vietnam is on itsrapidly international integration.
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